
Sept. 15 2019  Grow Our Faith Community Update   
 

The Grow Our Faith Community Committee has continued to make progress on efforts intended to help our parish understand how 

to be Disciples of Christ in today’s world.  You may remember that we held a Parish Town Hall meeting in Jan. 2019 where we 

collected your thoughts and ideas.  We have analyzed and prioritized the needs of our parish.  We are now ready for the next steps 

and found ways for you to become involved.   

 

As a first step toward evangelization and growing our parish it is important to take an internal look at preparing others to join us.  

We have found a Small Christian Community program from Just Faith, LLC, called Good News People.  This is a parish wide program 

that offers a way to explore the call of the New Evangelization by engaging small-group process of prayer, reflection, and action and 

to deepen our call to discipleship. 

 

This was selected based on the following criteria: 

1. More than a Bible study 

2. Looking for a process for evangelization 

3. Ability for individuals to attend individual sessions and still be engaged if they miss a session 

4. Focus on Discipleship (ability to understand and live as Jesus did) 

5. Access to personal witness via electronic media. 

 

The Goals of the program are to: 

• Engage parishioners in their Catholic Faith. 

• To communicate Hope as participants and explore possibilities for a faithful commitment to the gospel to be “good news to 

the poor”. 

• To open hearts to a greater Love by encountering the witness of Jesus. 

 

This program is designed with 7 - 2 hour sessions and a group immersion to witness service in action. Each of the sessions includes 

prayer, reflection on Sacred Scripture, listening to inspiring stories of “good news people”, focus on a virtue and opportunities for 

sharing in dialogue.  Small Christian Communities will be formed based on parishioner’s registration preferences.  The size of the 

small groups will be 6 – 10 people. 

 

The Grow Our Faith Community Committee has been piloting the program since August with proven success.  We are now ready to 

expand the program by creating additional Small Christian Communities in our parish.  

 

In addition, a Prayer card has been developed asking parishioners to pray about the program and to inspire us to open our hearts 

about individual and parish discipleship. We hope that you consider and take this opportunity to grow spiritually and expand your 

relationships at church. 

 

On the weekend of Sept. 21 / 22, we will: 

1. Kickoff with Deacon Steve’s homily on stewardship. 

2. Share the Prayer card at all masses. 

3. Post additional information on our parish website, Facebook page, and the bulletin about the program. 

4. Begin the registration process for parishioners for joining future Small Christian Communities.  There will be options for 

times to attend. 

 

Upcoming important dates: 

• Weekend masses on Sept. 21 and 22nd  - announce Small Christian Community as a way to expand discipleship   

• Registration dates: Sept. 21 – Oct. 6th  - provide a link to the registration form with emails and contact information for 

Elaine Ricci and Mary DeFoe 

• Oct. 7th  Organize people and facilitators into Small Christian Communities, order Good News People Books and set 

guidelines for schedules 
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• Oct. 12th  Deliver books to churches for pick up by participants and train facilitators 

• Oct 20th  Initiate Small Christian Communities. 

 

As the Small Christian Communities are meeting, there will be time set aside to think about future immersion and service activities.  

From the past year the committee has spent time collecting and organizing items and activities needed for our parishes.  There have 

been 5 categories set up for future service opportunities.  The Small Christian Community participants can be thinking about where 

they might like to get involved: 

• Parish Outreach – help to re-engage parishioners and new members 

• Social Outreach – engage in the community to be more visible 

• Service – helping the marginalized (those in need) 

• Social Media – increase communication to parishioners  

• Welcoming Environment – provide a welcoming environment to all. 

 


